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Introduction

Global farming and food systems are increasingly facing unprecedented pressures from climate change, climate variability and environmental degradation.
The trend and magnitude of change will surpass the limits of local knowledge and this means that new knowledge and tools as well as learning processes
are needed to build further adaptive capacity. However, the inherent climate uncertainty and difficulty of understanding in real terms, what the future
climate of a particular area will look like, and how communities may react to that is a major constraint to developing meaningful adaptation practices,
policies and technologies.
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The FoTF Approach

The Farms of the Future (FoTF) approach aims to connect farming communities to their plausible future climate to
strengthen their adaptive capacity. FOTF uses the CCAFS analogue tool to identify the climate analogue sites and
farmer exchange visits.
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Materials and Methods
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Results: The Learning Journey

15 farmers and 5 agricultural stakeholders from Lushoto in
Northern highlands took part in a 10-day learning journey to

several analogue learning sites, where they were exposed to a

wide range of on-going community adaptation and risk
management strategies — institutional and technological.
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Key Challenges

* Climate modelling/projections have inherent
uncertainties, especially in upland areas like Lushoto
where major changes in altitude over short distances
complicate the situation.

* Preparatory communication with the different hosts is
important to ensure clarity on the purpose of the visit.

e Social and cultural barriers often restrict women’s
mobility and participation in study tours and may hinder
innovation and change from the learning process.

Lessons and Recommendations

* The climate analogue tool is most useful as a learning
rather than a predictive tool. Tool can be used to explore
future scenarios and spark learning for adaptive action.

* Understanding climate modelling can be challenging for
non-climate scientists and more resources are needed to
enable learning (e.g. at district level).

e Significant opportunities exist for more farmer to farmer
(and stakeholder to stakeholder) shared learning on
adaptation.

* Itisimportant to engage actors from across the
agricultural sector. Uncertainties posed by climate
change, require more flexibility in responses.
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To learn more

* http://ccafs.cgiar.org/our-work/research-themes/progressive-
adaptation/climate-analogues

* http://www.ccafs.cgiar.org/blog/one-mans-future-another-mans-
present-farms-future-hits-tanzania

* http://projects.nri.org/farmsofthefuture/
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